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Theinspired scriptureswill perfect aman unto all good works (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Any work that
isnot authorized by the scripturesisnot agood work (Eph. 2:10). Every question must be answered
by the word of God.

Thisarticleislimited in content because of space. | shall limit the questionsto awoman'srole
in public worship and service.

| want to lay down three principles from God's word which | believe will govern al questions
relating to the woman's role anywhere, especially in the church.

1. God created man and woman and specified their relationship in the family, in society and in the
church (Gen. 3:16). That relationship does not change through the ages.

2. Theword of God is complete to furnish everyone unto all good works which God has ordained
(2 Tim. 3:17; Eph. 2:10). God ". . . hath given unto us al things that pertain unto life and
godliness. . ." (2 Pet. 1:3).

3. Thefollowing divine instruction to women is clear, complete and concise:

» "Let your women keep silencein the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but
they are commanded to be under obedience, asaso saiththelaw. And if they will learn any
thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the
church” (1 Cor. 14:34-35).

» "Letthewoman learnin silencewith all subjection. But | suffer not awoman to teach, nor
to usurp authority over the man, but to bein silence” (1 Tim. 2:11-12).

These two passages place the following obligations upon every woman everywhere.
1. Not to speak in the church (assembly).
2. To keep silence with al subjection.
3. Not to usurp authority over the man.
4. To be under obedience.

These verses do not permit any women to speak in the assembly of the church, or to usurp any
position of aman. Thisappliesto all churchesand al situationsin which awoman would usurp
any authority over men.

Woman in Creation
Woman is man's equal, created from him, for him, and for his glory (Gen. 2:22; 1 Cor. 11:7-9),

but shewas created to bein subjectiontoman (1 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 2:11-12; Eph. 5:22-24; Col. 3:18;
1 Pet. 3:1). The man was created first (1 Tim. 2:13). Woman was created afterward



for ahelper and companion to man (Gen. 2:19-25). Sheisto be in subjection to man; he will rule
over her (Gen. 3:16). Thisappliesto society aswell asto the family relationship (1 Tim. 2:11-12).

Woman's Rolein the Church

The role of women in the church has been undergoing some change in the wrong direction for
more than a generation. | have received questions from women across the country seeking some
justification from scripturesto engage in aleading role in the public worship, and in the activity of
the church which is not permitted to them.

1. Are Women Authorized to Preach?

"Let your women keep silence in the churches: ... for it is a shame for women to speak in the
church” (1 Cor. 14:34-35). " ... But | suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over
the man, but to be in silence" (I Tim. 2:11-12). These passages prohibit women teaching or
usurping authority over the man. They are not permitted to be in any position in the assembly
of the church that is usurping the authority of the man.

The context of the above statement indicates that "church” refersto the assembly of the saints
for edification and worship. The apostle was discussing the spiritual gift of tonguesto edify the
church.

2. Can women attend business meetings and participate in the discussion?

A woman isnot to usurp authority of man; sheisnot to take aruling position in the affairs of the
local church. Thesemeetingsarecalled "businessmeetings' becausethey are usually the means
of conducting the "business' affairs of the church in the absence of elders. Their intended
function is to make decisions concerning the affairs of the church. The Bible forbids women
taking thelead in any affair of theloca church. Women should not attend " busi ness meetings"
of the church.

3. Can women serve the elements of the Lord’ s Supper to the congregation?
A woman is not to be in any position that usurps the authority of a man because the New
Testament forbids that. There is no teaching in God's word that is more direct, positive and
specific than 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 and 1 Timothy 2:11-12.
Serving at the Lord's supper isaleading role of men, and women cannot do so scripturally. Any
public direction or servicebeforethe assembly for worship by awoman isusurping theauthority
of the man.

4. Canawoman lead apublic prayer?

No, if sheisin an assembly of men and women. Leading apublic prayer isthesamein principle



as speaking beforethe assembly to preach or teach. Public prayer istakingto God, but itisalso
speaking before the assembly, otherwise, how would they be following the petition to God. She
would be violating 1 Timothy 2:12.

5. Canawoman say "amen" audibly during the sermon or at the end of a public prayer?

Most people who pray with one "leading" the prayer say "amen" to themselves, or very softly.
To say "amen" audibly, loudly, is attempting to speak a word before the assembly. Could she
not quietly say "amen" to herself and accomplish exactly what the Lord would permit her to do?

6. Can awoman serve as an € der?

No man or woman can serve as an elder or deacon who is not qualified according to the
scriptures. 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 give the requirements that will qualify aman to be
an elder, and no woman can attain these qualities. An elder isto beaman and to have onewife.
Nowoman can have onewifeby God'slaw. Anelder must rulehisown housewell (1 Tim. 3:4),
and the woman can not scripturally be the head of the house (Eph. 5:22-25).

Anelder isto havethe oversight (1 Pet. 5:2). Elders areto rule over the flock (Heb. 13:7,17; 1
Tim. 5:17). A woman would violate 1 Timothy 2:12 to try to be an elder or a deacon.

7. Can awoman lead singing?

Many women have good singing voices. Some of them have good knowledge of the Bible and
have a good vocabulary, but they are not permitted to speak in the church (assembly) over the
man. Directing singing istaking aleading rolein part of the public worship, and awoman isnot
permitted to do that.

Inrare caseswhen very small numbers of saints meet, and only one or two men are present, alot
of help could come from one or two of the sisters, but even hereawomanisnot to "lead" singing
if aman is present. He should try to direct the singing.

8. Can awoman make the announcements?

Any public speaking in the assembly for worship isaviolation of 1 Timothy 2:12. She cannot
speak or teach over the man, and cannot usurp the authority of the man. She should not beinthe
position of a man.

A woman should not try to circumvent the word of God by trying to take therole of leadership
and rule in the church through her husband, father or brother. In some areas thisis what disturbs
churches which would otherwise be at peace. Let the women fulfill the role God



gavetothem, and let the men treat the women as God requiresthem to do. Thiswill strengthen both
the home and the church.
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