Crucified With Christ

Frequently we al wonder what good we can do for Christ, what good we can be to the church and
how Christ can use us. We all become discouraged at times and fedl like quitting the race because
our goal seemstoo far away and too hard to attain. But let ustake couragein thefact that Christ can
use each of usto accomplish hiswill if we will give ourselves completely to him, body, soul and
gpirit. The Lord does not compel any of us to work in his kingdom,; it must be a willing and
voluntary service on our part in every respect.

"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless| live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which
I now liveintheflesh | live by thefaith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me"
(Gal. 2:20). At least three things are stated in this passage by which we are enabled to be of useto
the Master in the way that pleases him. These are:

1.

| am crucified with Christ. Christ cannot use anyone who persistsin living the old sinful life.
We must become dead to sin before we can be made alivein Christ. Christ was crucified. Paul
had just said he was dead: through the law he was dead to the law (vs. 19). By the fulfillment
of the law by Christ, Paul was dead to the law and sin. He had been made alive through the
gospel. He had been crucified: suffered death like Christ had died, yet helived. His death was
not physical; he had died to worldly thingsand sin, aswell asto the works of the law of Moses.
Before Christ can use you, you must become dead to the old life of sin. "Knowing this, that our
old maniscrucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should
not serve sin" (Rom. 6:6).

But Christ liveth in me. Eventhough one may be dead to sin, he cannot be used by Christ unless
Christ livesin that person. Paul said hewas dead, yet helived. Then he explainsthat it was not
he that lived but Christ that lived in him. The effects of Christ's death on the cross had made
Paul dead to the sinful life helived before. Now this new life he had was by Christ, thus Christ
livedin him. Thissignified that the word and influence of Christ dwelt in the heart of Paul and
completely governed hislifein thought, word and deed. Christ was the only source of thislife
by which Paul now lived. "In him waslife; and the life was the light of men" (John 1:4). "For
asthe Father hath lifein himself; so hath he given to the Son to havelifein himself (John 5:26).
Jesus said, " . . . | am come that they might have life and that they might have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10). From these statements by John we know that Christ isthe source of
thisnew life. Itisproper to speak of Christ asliving inthe onewho isenjoying thisnew life that
comes from him. Before Christ can use you, you must let him be the guiding forcein your life.
Thisisdone, of course, by hisword in the New Testament. Y ou must be dead to the old life of
sin and disobedience and let Christ rule your new lifein him.

| live by thefaith of the Son of God. The onewho livesby faith livesasfaith directs. Itisnot
possible for one to please God without faith (Heb. 11:6). Faith isacondition of the mind that
trusts in the Lord and responds completely to hiswill. The gospel iscalled "thefaith" because
it isthe power that directs our obedience (Jude 3). Before we can walk by faith God must have
spoken to us through Hisword (Rom. 10:17). Anything religious that is not done according to
God'sword is sinful; the doer cannot please God without faith (Heb. 11:6). One must live by faith



before he can be used by Christ in his kingdom.

Pertinent to salvation and usefulnessin the church of our Lordisoneswillingnessto dieto sinand dlow
Chrigt to live in him by obeying the faith. Some wonder why they are never able to make progressin
converting soulsto Christ. Perhapsit isbecausethey havenever redly diedto sin. Perhagpsthey lovethe
things of theworld to the extent that Christ can not enter their lives. Or perhapsit is becausethey refuse
to alow thefaith, which isthe gospel, the word of God, to be the exclusive guiding principlein al that
they think, say and do.

A few complain that physical handicaps keep them from being of serviceto Christ. They are crippled,
can not talk, poor, but look what Christ did with afew poor fishermen! Some do nothing because they
do not have the talents they think some others have. Christ does not need mentd giantsto do hiswill.
He can use only thosewho have died to sin and areliving according to hisword. A humble, consecrated
lifeisapowerful instrument for the Lord to use in converting men and women to hiswill.  Search your
own lifeand seeif your failures may not be due to the fact that you have not really surrendered yoursalf
tohimindl things. Let usawake out of deegp and let Christ reigninour livesinstead of letting Sinreign
in our bodies.

We can be surethat Christ will supply what welack in ability if only wewill do our best accordingto his
word. So many today are eager to do something "for Christ," but the idea of doing what he requires of
usonly by faith: doing only what isreveded in the New Testament, seems never to have occurred to the
masses. Christ can use only those who will walk by faith.

Paul said we are baptized into the degth of Christ, and as he was raised up from the dead, "even so we
aso should walk in newness of life" (Rom.6:4). We then become dead to sin and are buried by baptism
to beraised to the new life. Thisiswhen we becomethe servants of righteousness. Thisiswhenweare
madefreefrom sin (Rom. 6:17-18). By living alifeof faith webecome useful to Christin accomplishing
hiswill to save thelogt.
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