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"Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saintsin light: who hath delivered usfrom the power of darkness, and hath translated usinto the
kingdom of hisdear Son: in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of
sins' (Col. 1:12-14).

"But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the prai ses of him who hath called you out of darknessinto hismarvellouslight”
(I Peter 2:9).

The verses we shall read from God's word will set forth three things:

1. Therighteousness of God isin the gospel of Christ, which is His power unto savation;

2. Theevil of Satan, whoisthegod of thisworld, isthe power of darknessthat rulesthe masses
of the people of earth;

3. Thereisno way the two powers can rule the same heart at the same time.

Most involved brethren today expresstheir grave concern for theimmorality that has permeated
the church generally. There is a serious problem of indifference that has stymied the church in
growth and has almost paralyzed the efforts to reach thelost. This condition existsin part because
there are so many carnally minded members in the church, and nothing is done about it. In many
places now the worship is heartless, ritualistic, apathetic and stagnant because of the gross
indifference of most of the members. The apathy is appalling.

Thisreal situation is largely due to the failure of parentsto teach their children the way of the
truth over the past twenty-five years. Occasionally some father or mother will complain about the
difficultiesthey have in bringing up their children in the way of the Lord in thesetimes. They find
problems with lawless children in their own neighborhoods whose parents do not care. They find
the school system amaze of ungodlinessand athei stic humanism. Children drink alcohol, usedrugs,
engage in illicit sex, carry loaded guns, and commit violent crimes. These children are often
hardened criminals and savages by the time they get into their teens, and then parents and teachers
can do nothing about it. Not even the police are able to curb or prevent the crimes by childrenin
grade school. Parents are largely responsible for this growing menace in society.

Moreover, the church is overpopul ated by worldly minded men and women who appease their
consciences and satisfy their religious obligations with three visits, or a portion thereof, to the
assembly of saints each week. Their love for money and power far outreach their love for the Lord
and thetruth of the gospel. The soulsof lost people mean virtually nothing to these carnally minded
people. The masses are far more concerned about the cure and prevention of AIDS than in saving
the soulsof millionsfrom hell. They place no value upon their own souls. Thosewho lovethetruth
are concerned when their own children come home from the Bible classes and tell of the loose and
liberal ideas taught by some teachers regarding some critical moral problems of the times.



It iseasy to drift along with the tide of human thinking and behavior and slowly becomelikethe
world without redlizing it. "Worldliness" is aterm generally used to denote immoral thinking and
conduct. Morality is defiled as. "1. relating to, dealing with, or capable of making the distinction
between, right and wrong in conduct. 2. relating to, serving to teach, or in accordance with, the
principlesof character - often, specialy, virtuousin sexual conduct; opposedtoimmoral." Webster's
New World Dictionary, College Edition.

There are some things, however, that are so obviously evil and are so plainly condemned by the
word of God that | am amazed when anyone thinks he can practice such things and go to heaven.
| am referring to such things as drunkenness, adultery, fornication, murder, steaing, lying, etc.,
which characterizes society today. | am even more amazed that some "conservative" brethren
advocate and practice some of these things and then claim to be righteous before God. They follow
that spirit that motivated Judah when God by the prophet said: "Behold, yetrust in lying words, that
cannot profit. Thenwill | causeyou to dwell inthisplace, intheland that | gave to your fathers, for
ever and ever. Behold, yetrust inlyingwords, that cannot profit. Will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know
not; and come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are
delivered to do all these abominations?' (Jer. 7:8-10).

The behavior of right and wrong must be determined, not by society or the customs of acertain
age, but by theword of theliving God. The small degree to which lying, stealing, disobedienceto
proper law, and sinful sexual practices may be accepted by society does not in the least make those
things acceptable to God. A littlelieisaswrong in God's sight as abig one. No distinction can be
made between a"little" lieand a"big" lie by Bible standard. Stealing apenny isaswrong asstealing
amillion dollarsby God'sjudgment. Right conduct, true morality, must be determined by what the
gospel of Christ teaches.

From Darknessto Light

The scriptures teach that darkness and light define the contrast between the evils of thisworld
and the righteousness of God in the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16-17). The preaching of the gospel
isto givelight to thosewho arein darkness and ignorance and to deliver them from this "present evil
world." Of course, one must believe and obey the truth in order to be delivered from darkness to
light.

Jesus said to the Jews upon one occasion: "Y e are of your father the devil; and the lusts of your
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
thereisno truth in him. When he speaketh alie, he speaketh of hisown: for heisaliar, and the
father of it" (John 8:44). Jesus said the devil isaliar and does not abide in the truth. In fact,
"thereis no truth in him."

Christ appeared to Saul of Tarsus (Paul) as he was nearing Damascus, intent on persecuting the
church, and hefell to the ground blinded by the appearance of the Lord. Christ told him why he
had appeared unto him: to make him aminister and to send him to the Gentiles "To open their
eyes, and to turn them from darknessto light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they



may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that
isinme" (Acts 26:18).

Christislight, and thosewho hatelight are of darkness. "And thisisthe condemnation, that light
iscomeinto the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deedswereevil.
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should
be reproved” (John 3:19-20).

Again, Satan is called the god of thisworld. "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believenot, lest thelight of the glorious gospel of Christ, who istheimage
of God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor. 4:4).

"Then Jesus said unto them, Y et alittlewhileisthelight with you. Walk whileye havethelight,
lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth”
(John 12:35).

"Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of
hisdear Son: inwhom we haveredemption through hisblood, eventheforgivenessof sins' (Col.
1:13-14).

Darkness describes the kingdom of Satan and light defines the kingdom of Christ. Christisthe
Light of theworld, the light of men. "In him waslife; and the life was the light of men" (John 1:4).
Heisthe true light, "which lighteth every man that cometh into the world" (John 1:9).

"Then spake Jesus agai n unto them, saying, | amthelight of theworld: hethat followeth meshall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John 8:12).

"But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God" (John 3:21).

"For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. 4-6).

"For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light"
(Eph. 5:8).

"But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make
manifest islight" (Eph. 5:13).

"Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give
thee light" (Eph. 5:14).

"But ye are a chosen generation, aroyal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light" (1 Peter 2:9).



"This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light,
and in himisno darkness at al" (1 John 1:5).

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers. for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath
Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?" (2 Cor. 6:14-15).

The word of truth shows us the clear line between right and wrong, righteousness and
unrighteousness, worldliness and godliness. Thereis no way that both can rule the same heart.
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