Fellowship and the Word (Christ)
H.E. Phillips

"InthebeginningwastheWord, and theWord waswith God, and theWord wasGod. The
samewasin thebeginning with God. All thingswere made by him; and without him was not
anything madethat wasmade. In himwaslife; and thelifewasthelight of men. And thelight
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not" (John 1:1-5).

These verses set forth the beginning of the gospel through the apostle John. They reflect the
beginning of therevelation of Godin Genesis1:1: "Inthebeginning God created theheavensand
the earth.” Time goes back no further than this statement. "In the beginning" comprehends
everything "created" by God as TIME began.

"InthebeginningwastheWord . .." TheWord refersto Christ before he cameto this earth.
"In the beginning WAS the Word" signifies that the Word existed before the creation of anything.
From al eternity the Word existed. Hewas not created. He created all things: ". . . and without him
was not any thing made that was made" (John 1:3). This tells us that the Word existed from all
eternity.

These are the facts stated in these verses;

1. The Word WAS in the beginning before anything was created.

2. The Word WAS with God.

3. TheWord WAS God.

4. The Word WAS in the beginning With God.

5. All things were MADE (created) BY HIM (the Word).

6. Nothing was MADE (created) WITHOUT HIM (the Word).

7. InHIM (the Word) WAS LIFE.

8. The LIFE (the Word) was the light of men.

9. TheLIGHT (the Word) shined in darkness (the world). See Jn 1:5-7.
10. Finally, the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.

These arefacts stated in John 1:1-5,14. Thisinspired revelation describes Christ asbeing In the
beginning: before time and creation began.

"...and the Word waswith God." The human mind is not able to fathom the profound and
"God-breathed" statements about deity and the beginning of time. "Through faith we under stand
that theworldswereframed by theword of God, so that thingswhich are seen werenot made
of things which do appear” (Hebrews 11:2). Who was "in the beginning” to witness what
happened? To us it isamatter of faith. The facts are revealed for our faith, not our complete
understanding. It isnot possible for mortal man in his environment on earth, confined by time, to
comprehend the things of the eternal spirit world while in the flesh. | do not understand eternity,
either past or future. | just believe it is where time does not measure anything. When a hundred
billion years have passed, we have no lesstimein eternity. Infact, in eternity timeis not measured
at al. The mind of man can not fully comprehend eternity because all things in his sphere of



reference are bounded by time, but we can believe it when we believe the Persons who dwell in
eternity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Word (Logos) was WITH God in the
beginning.

"And the Word was God." Every divine attribute of the Father is also characteristic of the
Word (Jesus Christ). Thelimitless nature of deity doesnot allow the changes and contradictions of
created humanity. The Father is God; the Son is God; the Holy Spirit is God. John 1:1 says the
Word WAS God. Every characteristic of the Father is also characteristic of the Word, Jesus Christ.
Genesis 1:24 says, " And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness." This
language indicates aplurality of Persons of equal power and attributes designated by the term God.
Y et the Father (God) is head of Christ (God). "But | would have you know, that the head of every
man is Christ; and the head of woman is the man; and the head of Christis God" (1 Cor. 11:3)

Jesus Christ, the Word (Logos) was God as is the Father and the Holy Spirit. Heistheimage
of theinvisible God, "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that arein earth,
visibleand invisible, whether they bedominions, or principalities, or powers: al thingswere created
by him, and for him: and he is before al things, and by him all things consist” (Col. 1: 15-17). He
has been given al power in heaven andin earth (Matt. 28:18). Jesuswasandisfully and completely
God asisthe Father.

"The same was in the beginning with God" (Jn 1:2). By the same Spirit John wrote, "That
which wasfrom the beginning, which wehavehear d, which we have seen with our eyes, which
we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which
waswith the Father, and was manifested unto us;) that which we have seen and heard declare
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship iswith the
Father, and with hisSon JesusChrist (1 John 1:1-3). TheWord (Jesus Christ) waswith the Father
before the world was created.

"Through faith we under stand that the worlds were framed by the word of God" (Heb.
11:3). "By the word of the Lord were the heavens made . . . " (Psalm 33:6). The Word was
intimately associated with the Father from eternity and shall be with Him in eternity following the
end of time.

"All things" were created by and through the L ogos, (Jesus Christ) and encompass every thing
that was ever created in the absolute sense: all matter, al life, al heavensand earth. Itisemphasized
further by the inspired expression: "and without him was not any thing made that was made."
Read again Colossians 1:15-17 and understand the relationship of the Word (Jesus Christ) to all
creation. Thereis perfect harmony between the Persons of the Godhead in their rel ationship to each
other and to the creation, as well as to the scheme of redemption.

What does al this have to do with fellowship with God and with one another? Much in every
way. Bible Fellowship requires a relationship, a common law or rule of conduct and effort, a
common goal, a willing effort to work together in communion.



Fellowship requires that two or more have a relationship essential to true fellowship. Such
relationship requires a law or principle by which the two or more understand their harmonious
responsibilities to their joint activity. It requires atask, goal, reward and law to which the two or
more are equally obligated. It requires understanding and willingness on the part of each of the
two or moreinvolved to do thework, enjoy the blessings and reward of it, and complete submission
to the law or rule from Jesus Christ.

What | s Fellowship?

The problems resulting from a misunderstanding and misapplication of the word "Fellowship"
provide another potential division in the body of Christ. | amjust observing from past history. By
understanding the meaning of the original Greek word, aswell asthe English whichtrand atesit, one
should be able to know what the Holy Spirit revealed about fellowship.

Fellow (metochos), "Properly an adjective, signifying sharing in, partaking of, is trandated
"partners’ in Luke 5:7; "partakers' in Heb. 3:1,14; 6:4; 12:8; "fellows" in Heb. 1:9, of those who
share in a heavenly calling, or have held, or will hold, a regal position in relation to the earthly,
Messianic Kingdom" (W E. Vine Expository Dictionary Of New Testament Words).

Ship means the state of being. Citizenship means the state of being a citizen. Fellow-citizen
means that two or more are jointly citizens. Since fellow means sharing, jointly participating,
sharing in being fellows (Eph. 2:19).

Fellow-disciples (John 11:16).

Fellow-elder (1 Peter 5:1).

Fellow-heir (Heb. 11:9; 1 Peter 3:7; Eph. 3:6; Rom. 8:17).

Fellow-labourer (Philm. 1:1,24, Phil. 2:25; 1 Cor. 3:9; 3 John 1:8; 1 Thess. 3:2).
Fellow-member

Fellow-partner (Luke 5:7).

Fellow-prisoner (Rom. 16:7; Philm. 1:23; Col. 4:10).

Fellow-servant (Matt. 18:28-29,31,33; 24:49; servants of the Lord (Cal. 1:7; 4:7; Rev. 6:11; of
angels (Rev. 19:10; 22:9).

Fellow-soldier (Phil. 2:25; Philm. 1:2).

Fellow-work (Matt. 16:20; Rom. 8:28; 1 Cor. 16:16; James 2:22).
Fellow-worker (Rom 16:21; Col. 4:11; 1 Cor. 3:9).

Inall thesewords"fellow" signifiesbeing partakerstogether of, sharingjointly. Thatisthesense
of "having fellowship" with someone in something.

Areas of Fellowship
All fellowship is not in the same area. The fellowship of a husband and wife in providing a

home and care for children is not the same as the fellowship of members of a baseball team. The
work is different, they function in different areas, their goals are different, the organization is



different, and thelaw that governsthetwo operationsisdifferent. Wehave no troubleunderstanding
that.

One may have fellowship (comradeship, jointly participating, sharing work and benefits) with
another and have no reference whatever to God, Christ, the Bible, or the church. Two carpenters,
belonging to the same labor union, work side by side day after day. They lift boards together and
nail them up together. In the true sense of the work they are having fellowship with each other.

However, in Christ thereisabsol utely no fell owship with those who do not havefellowship with
God and His Son Jesus Christ. Fellowship with God comes through our obedience to the gospel of
Christ in arelationship with Him through the blood of Christ. We are reconciled unto God in one
body by the cross. We are reconciled by the word of reconciliation, the gospel of Christ. No one
has fellowship with the Divine Persons who has not obeyed the gospel of Christ. To maintain
fellowship with the Father and the Son, Jesus Christ, we must walk in thelight,and continue to obey
the word of God. Thisis an area where many do not understand what fellowship is and what it
requires of members of the church.

Fellowship and Unity

Jehovah God and His Son Jesus Christ had perfect relationship in eternity, in the creation of
everything, in the scheme of redemption, and will have perfect relationship in theresurrection of the
dead, the judgment and in eternity.

Christ requires his disciples to be related to each other as ONE to have fellowship with the
Persons of the Godhood. First, EACH individual redeemed by the Blood of Christ has fellowship
with God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Thisfellowship with God is made possible by the grace of
God in the gospd of Jesus Christ; in no other way can man be forgiven of his sins and reconciled
to God. Thisiswhere hisfellowship with God exists. NO ONE has fellowship with God without
reconciliation with the Father through Christ.

Since fellowship with God comes through Christ, in obedience to the gospel, fellowship
continues only as we continue in obedience to the truth of the gospel. When one turns from the
doctrine of Christ, and turnsto any other doctrine, he severs his fellowship with the Father and the
Son. Some redefine and realign words to try to make their concept of fellowship compatible with
the word of God. But the word is not subject to change or modification in any manner. Read
Galatians 1:6-12. Thisisthe nature of the pure gospel.

If onediscipleisrequired to be obedient to the gospel in order to have fellowship with the Father
and the Son, it necessarily follows that EVERY disciple must be obedient to the gospel in all that
it teaches in order to have fellowship with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.

Any way you look at it, fellowship requires men to be ONE with God and with each other. That
requires more than believing that Jesusis Christ and being baptized. Jesus prayed that his
disciples might be one. He prayed: "Sanctity them through thy truth: thy word is truth™ (John
17:17). He prayed for his apostles, but he also prayed for al disciples who would believe on him



through the word preached by the apostles. "Neither pray | for these aone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word: that they all may be one; asthou, Father, artinme, and | in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the
glory which thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even aswe areone: | in them,
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast
sent me, and hast loved them, asthou hast loved me" (John 17:20-23). Thereisno way one can read
thisand not believe that the disciples of Christ are not required to be ONE with the Father and Jesus
Christ, and ONE with each other. That iswhat it says!

Jesus said his doctrine was not his own, but the Father's who sent him (John 7:16). Christ
affirmed that the doctrine he taught was from the Father, and all that he did was from the Father.
They are ONE (John 8:26-29). That message from God through Christ will necessarily make the
believers ONE in their obedience to it.

Jesus said that the one who rejected him by rejecting his word would be judged by that word in
eternity. He said: "For | have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a
commandment, what | should say, and what | should speak. And | know that his commandment is
life everlasting: whatsoever | speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so | speak” (John
12:49-50).

Just remember, Jesus taught that men must be ONE with the Father and the Son by the word
(truth, gospel) in order to be ONE with each other. That ONENESS enables us to have fellowship
with the Father and the Son and with each other.

When men and women have fellowship with God and Jesus Christ, they have fellowship with
each other. "If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not
thetruth. But if wewalk inthelight, asheisinthelight, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:6-7). We do not have
fellowship to God unlesswe arewalking in thelight - thetruth of thegospel. 1 John1:5says. "This
then is the message which we declare unto you, that God is light, and in him isno darkness." To
walk in the light isto walk in Christ, who is the light of the world (John 1:4, 8-9).

Fellowship isthe caling of God through Christ. "God isfaithful, by whom ye were called unto
the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. 1:9). Thiscaling is accomplished by the
gospel. "Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (2 Thess. 2:14). That meansthat fellowship with God and with the saints is by the calling
of the gospel of Christ, which requires our obedienceto it.

Fellowship and unity are inseparable. One necessarily involvesthe other. We are admonished
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:1-5). To walk together in unity produces
peace.

Fellowship with men can never exist until and unless we have fellowship with God through
Christ.



1 John 1:1: "That which was from the beginning" is that which the apostles heard, saw, |ooked
upon, and handled, He is "the Word of life." 1 John 1:3: "That which we have seen and heard
declarewe unto you . . . " All that John had declared was necessary to have fellowship with the
Father and the Son. One cannot just declare himself "in fellowship” with God and it be so. John
wrote that all he had declared was essential in order to have fellowship with the apostles and with
the Father and the Son. The purpose of preaching the gospel John received isthat ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”
Fellowship of the saintsisonly obtai ned through hearing, believing and obeying the gospel preached
by them.

John is not saying that we may receive certain parts of truth as we want it, while other parts of
the inspired gospel are not essential to have fellowship with the Father and the Son, and other
disciples. Thefull gospel must be preached and obeyed to be saved, and thus have fellowship with
the Divine Personsaswell asall other true disciples who obey the simple gospel initsfullness. The
whole counseal of God must be preached and obeyed. Thisinspired record to be preached includes
the person, work, and teaching of Jesus Christ. The gospel isthe power of God unto salvation unto
every onethat believeth (Rom. 1:16). That includesthe Jew and the Gentile: all nationsfor al times.
Obedience to the truth demands more than just being baptized. It includes al that is necessary to
become a Christian, aswell asall that is necessary to continue as a Christian. One who goes back
to theworld can have no fellowship with God, Christ or any of hisdisciples. "Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized . . . And they continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:41-42).

"Walking in thelight" is essential to having fellowship with God and His Son as well as other
faithful brethren (1 John 1:7). "God is light, and in him is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5), isthe
message declared by inspiration. Sincewe have seen that "God" includes Jesus Christ aswell asthe
Father, and Christ gavethemessage of truth, whichislight, towak inthelightistowalk inthetruth
from Christ. Christ is the light of the world. He was that Light: "That was the true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world" (John 1:8-9). "The message" the apostles received
from Christ declared that "God is light." "Thy word is alamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path" (Psalm 119:105). Therefore, we understand that as Christ isthelight of theworld, hisgospel,
which the power of God to save, isthelight inwhich wemust walk (live) in order to havefe lowship
with Him. If one sinsafter becoming a Christian, he must repent and confess his sinsand pray God
for forgiveness. If he refuses to do that, he continuesto bein his sins and walks in darkness; such
have no fellowship with God. Walking"inthelight" includeslove of the brethren and excludeslove
of the world to every degree.

We arewith God when wekeep hiscommandments. We are away from God whenwesinin any
form. We know Jesus Christ when we keep his commandments (1 John 2:3).

More later . . .

Credit H.E. Phillips and HEPhillips.org
Preacher of the Word (Vol. I, March, 1997, Number 3)
For copyright information see www.HEPhillips.org/copyright.



http://www.HEPhillips.org/copyright.

